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EMERGENCY MEASURES PLANNED TO BOLSTER ECONOMY 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 30 Sep 82 p 19 


[Article by Atiqul Alam in Dacca] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Bangladesh govern. 
ment, facing a foreign ex- 
change shortage and a 
balance of payments 
crisis, is on a 
series of emergency 
measures to the 


US$75 million, the lowest 
level in the country's 11- 


mports. 
Worse is the balance of 
payments picture. The 
t at US$1.226 
billion at the end of the 


it will deteriorate by at 
least another US$100 mil- 
lion in the present fiscal 
year. 

Government officials 
say the situation will take 
an ot mon in 
the next couple of months 
as a result of “new in- 
itiatives we are hoping to 
launch soon.” 

They declined to give 
details beyond stating 
that a substantia! credit 


industrial output at 
home, would help stimu- 
late exports and case 
pressure on the balance 
of payments. 

A con budget an- 
nounced in July removed 


subsidies on several 
basic items. Government 


4220/5096 


figures show that rice is 


oil has gone up by 43 per 
cent 


Blame for the coun- 
try’s present economic 
predicament is partly at- 
tributed here to the In- 
ternational Monctary 
Fund (IMF) which last 
month terminated its 864 


million | drawing 
right (SDR) about 
1 billion -. extended 


fund facility to Bang- 
ladesh because the coun- 
try was unable to fulfil 
the tions for ob- 
taining the credit. 


Requirements 


The IMF had asked for 

a devaluation of the 
currency, a 

drastic cut in govern- 
ment spending, t . 
ing of subsidics on food- 
grains and fertilisers and 
a total overhaul of the 
country's credit system. 

“We have alveady gone 
a long way towards mect- 
ing their requirements, 
but still they are not hap- 
py.” Finance Minister 
A.M.A. Muhith told ‘jour- 
nalists in London on his 
way back to 
from an IMF 
in Toronto recently. 

He described as a 
somewhat “anodyne”™ 
step a subsequent IMF 


nancial agenvies and 
among Bangladesh's 
traditional 


“As far as 1 am con- 
cerned, the aid flow will 
continue as usual,” he 
said. 

Independent oceans 
mists see 
economy to be in a des. 
perate situation. “The 
economy is now worse 
than the so-called basket 
case concept,’’ Abu 
Mahmud, a Harvard- 
ap py economist who 

now a senior professor 
at Dacca University told 
Reuters. 


ministrator Lieutenant 
Genera! Hossain Moham- 
mad Ershad has accused 
some of ran yt 

politicians of trying to 
undermine the govern- 

ment's economic 


Conspiracy 


“Their conspiracy is 
bound to fail because wo, 
the armed forces. are 


BANGLADESH 


with the people and we 

are determined to sec a 
breakthrough in our 
economy by working 
hard in the fields and fac- 
tories,” the ay 


Sey me in the Bane- 
ladesh Finance Ministry 
play down the seri- 
ousness of ithe country's 
economic situation. 
They refer to the re- 
cent announcement of the 
International Devclop- 
ment Association, the 
soft-loan affiliate of the 


of U8$385 million duri 
the current financia 
year. 

«They are ex i 
other Ussite mitiies ion 
~- Ay A. 

apan exc 
notes wih Bangladesh 
earlier this month offer- 
ing a new credit of 
14 million. 


At a mecting of the 
Bangladesh Aid Group 
last April in Paris, the 
country a commit- 
ment of 1.7 billion of 
assistance for this year, 

t half what Bang- 

had asked for. 


Officials arc worricd 
whether some of the 
countries which have 

will 
come through with the 
cash.-- %euter 








BANK OF AMERICA REPORT PREDICTS CCONOMIC DECLINE 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 27 Sep 82 p 22 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4220/507 


JAKARTA, Sept. 26 


INDONESIA will decline 
economically next year 
but will remain political- 
ly stable, the k of 
America predicted yes- 


terday. 

The bank said in a 
study of trends until the 
end of next year that 
growth would slow to be- 
tween four and 45 per 

cent this year, — 
wah 76 per cent 
year, because of falling 
exports, lower govern- 
ment spending and re- 
— private consump- 


vont predicted that im- 
proved cxternal sector, 
mining and agricultural 
performance could push 
growth to 56 per cent 
next year, but this re- 
covery and faster rupiah 
depreciation would alse 
boost inflation from an 
estimated nine per cent 
this year to 10 per cent 
next year. 

The rupiah, the bank 
said, would be allowed to 


depreciate gradually 
against the dollar from 
about 670 now to 700 by 
the end of the year and 
770 by the end of 1983. 
Sudden devaluation was 
unlikely because of the 
adverse effect on the po- 
litical climate. 

A trade surplus of only 
US$1.1 billion this year 
and US$i.9 billion next 
year was likely, the re- 
port said, a dramatic 
drop from US8$9.1 billion 
in 1980 

The valuc of oi) cx- 
ports, which account for 
70 per cent of total cx. 
ports, would continuc to 
decline this year becausc 
of Indonesia's ob- 
servance of Opec prod- 
uction cuts and stagnant 
prices. 


Other exports, which 
slumped 24.2 per cent in 
value in 1981, would con- 
tinue to fall this year but 
recovery was likely next 
year, the bank said. 

It sald cuts in govern: 
ment spending may de- 
lay some development 
projects. Reuter 


INDONESIA 














INDONESIA 


FOR APPOINTMENT OF CHINESE CABINET MINISTER 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 24 Sep 82 p 2 
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JAKARTA OPPOSED TO MULTILATERAL MILITARY EXERCISES 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 16 Sep 82 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


JAKARTA, Thurs. — Vice- 
President Adam Malik yester- 
day said that there was no 
need for Asean to get involved 


in | multi-lateral military 


Sin- 
~ heen Ettnietes ra 


Pri 
uan Yew. 
In reply to a news reporter's 

on Mr Lee's suggestion 

here last week, Mr Malik said the 
already existing bilateral mili- 

tion between Indone-. 
sia-Singapore, Indonesia- 
Malaysia, Indonesia-Phi nes 
and Indonesia-Thailand be 
sufficient for Ascan's defence 


Mr Malik made the statement 
after a meeting with President 
Suharto. 

The most important point is an 
under a“ the five 
Asean members, Mr Malik said. 

He added that multi. 
lateral military ex 
ercises could easily in- 
vite from the 
other side ‘a rently 
referring to the com- 
munisis) on what would 
be the next step in the 


exercise 

“Tt is similar to Asean 
opening a new front,” he 
added 


He sald Mr Lee's pro- 
posal could be of good 
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intention, bul it creates 
“What is the 


wer 
a regional military 
pact which is against 


Asean's cooperation on 
economy, cultural and 


politics 

The idea was also op- 
osed by Thailand 
hrough a statement 
made by Foreign Min. 
ister Siddhi Saveisila 
earlier this week. AP 
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INDONESIA 


CORRUPTLON A GREATER PROBLEM THAN IN OTHER ASEAN COUNTRIES 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 16 Sep 82 p 2 


{Text ] 
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TOWN THREATENED BY VOLCANIC DEBRIS 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 27 Sep 82 p 21 


[Article by Peter Griffiths in Tasikmalaya] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


THOUSANDS of soldiers and volun- 
teers are racing against lime to save 
this West Java town from an 


of them 
going to refugee camps run by the 
ernment and International Red 
About 30 


The Lahar will plunge down valleys 
radiating from t TAllifoot (2,1a8- 
metre) volcano, sweeping cverytPi 
in its path, and could well 
Tasikmaiaya 

Rut despite the experts’ warnings, 
the in some areas are atill 
hopeful that disasters can be averted 
or minimised Thousands have been 
mobilised to pile sa 
banka, decpen the river beds and rein. 
foree dykes. 

About 300 delegates, cx in 
fields ranging from carihquake detec. 
tion to mass cvacuation, arc mecting 


in the nearby city of Bandung this 
week to discuss contingency plans for 


the impending disaster, followi an 
appeal trom President Suharto ~~ 


A United Nations Disaster Relicf 
Organisation (Undro) situation 
prepared for the mecting stated: 
“Latest estimates indicate at least 30 
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ingency plan to evacuate ‘fasikmalaya 
inthe one hour it will take the Lahar to 
reach the town after the first warnings 


stream 
Bulldozers are carving a path in an 
iMtort to divert the Lahar toa 


less populated Ay ey away from 
Tasikmalaya. Undro report 
stated “the construction of check dams 


: 


i 


| 


+ 
85 
i 
i? 


3 
+ 
ti 
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natorium on its flank, now smashed 
and buried, was described by a local 
guidebook thus: “It ts said the waters 
aro good for the health, for healing 
—— -~ other facil 
rooms, swimm 

oome, eutenens OS ocer 
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LAOS 


BIOGRAPHY OF KAYSONE PHOMVILAN 
East Berlin JUNGE WELT in German 20 Sep 82. pp 1, 2 


[Biographic sketch of Kaysone Phomvihan, General Secretary, Lao People's 
Revolutionary Party Central Committee; Chairman, LPDR Council of Ministers] 


[Text] Kaysone Phomvihan was born on 13 December 1920 in Ban Na Seng, Muong 
Khanthaboury, in Savannakhet Province, the son of a civil servant. 


During his studies at the School of Law of Hanoi University he was introduced 
to the student movement and after 1942 actively participated in the struggle 
against French colonialism and Japanese militarism. 


In August 1945 he was a participant in smashing the Japanese occupation in 
the provincial capital of Savannakket and in 1946 became responsible for 
training Laotian citizens in Vietnam in the struggle against the French op- 
pressor. 


In 1947 he was in charge of the resistance movement in the northeastern re- 
gions of Laos, where in 1949 he organized the Latsavong forces, the nucleus 
of what latter became the Laotian People's Liberation Army. 


In 1950 Kaystone Phomvihan was appointed defense minister in the newly estab- 
lished Laotian resistance government and in 1955 he became the commander-in- 
chief of the Laotian People's Liberation Army. 


In 1955 he was elected gencral secretary of the party central comaittee dur- 
ing the founding party congress of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party. 


In 1953 he directed the revolution from headquarters in Vientiane. 


In the middle of 1959 when the American imperialists and their helpers vio- 
lated the Vientiane Agreement of 1957, he returned to the center of the 
liberated regions, Sam Neva. As deputy chairman of the central committee 
of the Lao Patriotic Front he took charge of all activities incident to the 
national battle for liberation. 


At the second party congress of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party in 
February 1972 Kaysone Phomvihan was reelected General Secretary of the par- 
ty's central committee. 








(mn 2 December 1975 the monarchy was overthrown and the LPDR was founded. 
Un the same day, Kaysone Phomvihan was appointed Chairman of the LPDR Coun- 
cii of Ministers. 


The third party congress of the Lao People's Revolutionary Party in April 


982 reconfirmed Kaysone Phomvihan in his function of general secretary of 
the party's central committee. 


CSO: 8120/0184 








NOT ENOUGH LAND FOR SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSES 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 21 Sep 82 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


PENANG, Mon. 
Malaysians should 
change their lifestyle 
in line with the times 
and learn io live in 
flats, Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad 
said today. 

The Prime Minister 
said: “So long as we do 
not change our lifestyic, 
will we continuc to faee a 
housing problem.” 

He said housing was a 
major problem in the 
country and land was 
getting more scarce, es- 
pecially in towns. 

“The people should re- 
alise and accept this re- 
ality. There must be bet- 
ter and more economic 
use of iand,” he said. 

Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahathir. was speaking 
at the ing of the Ta- 
man Melati and Desa 
Melati housing schemes 
at Sungai Nibong here. 

Also present were 
Datin Scri Dr Siti 
Hasmah, Ministcr in the 
Prime Minister's De- 

ritment Datuk Abdul- 
ah Ahmad Radawi, Dep- 
uty Minister lr Goh 
Cheng Teik and acting 
Penang Chicf Minister 
Datuk Abdul Rahman 
Abbas. ; 


The Prime Minister 
stressed that in arcas 
where land was scarce, 
the peopic should be will- 
ing to live in flats. 


“We musi not wasic 
land. One-storcy and two- 
storcy houses in town 
areas arc a wastc of land. 
At the v lcast wc must 
build four-storecy 
houses,” he said. ‘ 


He said many pceopic, and 
in particular the Malays. 
wanted to stay in houscs with 


all manner of lations 
and delaying approval of 
plans.” 

However, it must also be 
realised that in certain cascs, 
even when all mental! 
and administrative require 
ments and have 
been solved, al 


He also said in order for a 
better and freer mix among 
the various races, more 
Kumiputras should be en. 
couraged to stay in towns. 


As Bumiputras could not 
afford to buy choice al 
market prices, some te 
Governments wore alicn- 
ating land and aeclling at 
cheaper prices to them. 

He said Negri Scembilan. 
where near the Sorem- 
ban coursc had been sold 
to Bumiputras and some 
non Bumiputras capecially 
government scrvanis, was A 
case in point. ’ 

He had investigated the 
matter and found there had 
been no misuso of power. 

Taman Molati isa . 
storcy terrace housing 
acheme while Desa Melati is 
a kampung type housing 
scheme. . 

_————— 


MALAYSIA 











DEFENSE MINISTRY'S COMPUTER SYSTE‘ TO BE UPGRADED 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 24 Sep 82 p 3 


[Text } 


CSO: 


4220/508 


ile 
; 
SO EME: 


E 

; 
BF 
ot 


ip 


: 


tor of the com- 
uter system, Lit Kol 

ohamed Khir Abdul 
Razak. 


computers as several 


Eercarried out Including 


Prime Minister 
that the master plan 
network for the installa- 
tion of the computers 
would be out in 


com 
three branches of the 
armed including 
the storing and buying of 
computers for logistic 


A senior official said 
the whole network of 


system. 


Earlier the Prime 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


SELF SUFFICIENCY ANSWER TO EXPORT PRICE SLUMP 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 24 Sep 82 p 17 


[Text] 


THE main reason Papua 
New Guinea has been hit so 
hard by the international re- 
cession is its almost total de- 
pendence on export income. 


Alter copper, its major ex- 
ports are coffee. copra and 
cocoa. In the good times they 
carn more than cnough for- 
cign cash to keep the national 
economy afloat. Butin the last 
couple of years the prices of all 
four products have sunk 
dangerously low. 

PNG's dilemma is that 
despite its greatly reduced na- 
tional income, it must con- 
tinue to import the huge 
range of consumer goods and 
foodstuffs that are not pro- 
duced at home 

It is generally accepted that 
the long-term strategy to en- 
sure the country’s ccononic 
survival must be to increase 
its self-sufficiency, thus 
cushioning it against the 
effects of wildly ftluctuating 
prices in the international 
market place. 

According to the executive 
director of the National In- 
vestment and Development 
Authority, Mr Wep Kanawi, 
the short-term strategy must 
be to reduce its dependence on 
the export of copper and other 
metals by increasing the im- 
portance of the agricultural 
sector 

As PNG has learned the 
hard way, once metal prices 
Sump they can take several 
vears torecover. 


ll 


The volatile nature of the 
world market for agricultural 
‘goods means that their prices 
tend to recover more quickly. 

.But at the moment this is 
little consolation, because the 


plantations on which the colf- 
ec, copra and cocoa are grown 
are badly run down and in 
many cases no longer capable 
of efficient production. 

Before independence, most 
ol the plantations were owned 
and operated by expatriates, 
who sold them to the national 
Government under the Land 
Acquisition Scheme. The Gov- 
crnment then leased the 
plantations to Papua New 
Guineans, preferably to the 
traditional land owners in 
each area, 

Lacking the experience and 
financial backing of the ex- 
patriate planters, they have 


found that maintaining pro- 
duction rates is an uphill 
struggle, 

Some of the copra producers 
have been forced to abandon 
production altogether, In the 
March quarter this year, in 
which the export value of 
copra reached its lowest value 
since 1978, the export volume 
icll by 33 per cent. 

One of the big problems is 
that many of the copra trees 


‘are now too old to produce the 


optimum yicld. The quantity 
and quality of the coconuts 
harvested is dwindling cach 
year, 

“The coconut trees have 
reached senility,” Mr Kanawi 
said 








ment Corporation to acquire 
the land on a 99-vear lease. 
paying the owners an annual 
rent and providing them with 


“The plantations necd to be 
replanted with the newer 
hybred trees. They have a 


The elaboration plant would 





beLtler yield per acre.” 





The 
owners is threatening a major 


new agricultural project at 
Cape Rodney, in the Central 
* Province. 

The Commonwealth Devel- 
opment Corporation ts keen to 
acquire 5000ha for cocoa and 
rubber production 

“We have signed an agrec- 
ment but the land is the 
problem, because all the land 
required for the project is tra- 
ditionally owned,” he said. 

The plan is for the Develop- 


CSO: 4200/70 


jobs on the estate. 

In order to try to persuaic 
the leaders of the clans in the 
areca that they were being oll- 
ered a good deal. NIDA tlew 
them to Popondetia lo see a 
large oil palm project being 
run along similar lines to the 
proposed Cape Rodney 
project. 

The leaders were uncon- 
vinced but Mr Kanawi is hop- 
ing the project will not be 
abandoned. 

If it is abandoned it will be 
the second large project to go 
this year. 

The first was a multi-million 
dollar tuna factory which was 
to be built at Kavieng iii the 
New Ireland Province. 


The investors pulied out be- 
cause of the depressed tuna 
market and the high cost of 
capital funds. As a result of 
the project falling through, 
soie of the companies operat- 
ing fishing fleets off the PNG 
coast closed down. 


The loss of jobs added to the 
already high unemployment 
Statistics. Unemployment § is 
difficult to measure in Papua 
New Guinea, because so many 


people live in villages where 
they are subsistance farmers. 

“The majority of the popula- 
tion is not so much unem- 
ploved as underem ." Mr 
Kanawi said. — 

“But unemployment is the 
worst it's been because so 
many have been laid off jobs.” 

PNG's biggest agricultural 
export income carncr is coffer. 
and Mr Kanawi has been look- 
ing at the possibility of setting 
= a colice claboration 
plant. 


It seems absurd that almost 
all the coffee drunk in PNG, 
one of the world's major cofice 
producers, is roasted, process- 
ed, biended and packaged in 
other countries before being 


exported back to its country of 
origin. 


12 


spite the fact that it was being 
supplied by 14 plantations as 
well as by individual growers 
selling their crop at the fac- 
tory door 


The chairman of the PNG 
Coffee Industry Beard, Mr 
John Munnull, said produc- 
tion was down 20 to 30 per cent 
on last year. 

He said the effects of this 
were felt not only by the major 
coffee producers, but by the: 
thousands of small-scale crow- 
ers and the hundreds of thou- 
sands of others who relied di-- 
rectly or indirectly on the 
coffee industry lor ther 
source of income. 











EXODUS OF SKILLED WORKERS ENDANGERS LOCAL INDUSTRIES 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIES in English 20 Sep 32 p 19 


[Article by Manolo B. Jara in ifanila] 


[Excerpts 


CSO: 


LIKE most of their Third one of the country's top 


World counterparts, 

call of the Mid-Ran 
Petrodollar has become 
simply irresistible to 
many Fi — and 
the government 


The cxodus is actively 


export 
as a way out of the 
worsening unemploy- 
ment problem. Official 
figures indicate that in 
1981, unemployment was 
only 5.2 per cent of the 
total labour force of 15 
million. 


Brain drain 


But competent ob- 
servers dispute these fig- 
ures, claiming that they 
hide an even greater 
problem cailed under. 
employment. The situ- 
ation is compounded by 
the global recession 
whose dire effects are in- 


‘ne Paditeeines felt in 
the 


Thus, the government 
emphasis on manpower 
export, ally to the 
oll-rich iddie Fast 


Moreover, remittances 
from expatriate Filipinos 
now account for a huge 
chunk of the country's 
foreign exchange carn- 
ings. 

Statistics from the 
Ministry of Labour and 
Employment (MOLE) 
support this point. In the 

six years, Labour 
inister Bilas Ople 
proudly announced, 
Filipino workers abroad 
remitted U8S$3,147.9 mil- 
lion which make them 
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- the outward flow of 


ing for the 


dollar carners. greener pasture,’ he 
moaned. 
The seemingly un- 
“brain drain,” however, . 
is beginning to tellon the Tomas stood pat on the 
performance of vital and Oder and disputed Mr 
essential industriesinthe Padilla'’s observations. 


country. Such has been 


skilled Filipino workers, 
technicians, engineers 
and the like that many 
industries are now 
crying “Ouch” from the 
severe pinch. 

To alleviate their their 
plight, the government 
has issued a con- 
troversial directive to 
contro! the exodus of 
skilled workers overseas. 
From now on, said the 
Philippine Overseas Em- 
ployment Administration 
(POEA), all recruitment 

must first ob- 
tain clearance from local 
employers before pro- 
cessing the papers of 
y workers apply- 

ing jobs abroad. 


Organised labour im- 
mediately pounced on the 
directive, saying that it , 
was unconstitutional. Vic 
Padilla, president of the 


eg 


“Blownouts™ (tem- 


ve traced by of- 
fictals of the National 


Overseas Workers As. Power jon and 
sociation of the the Manila Com- 
pinese (OWAP), ex- to the mass resigna- 
plained that the directive tion of skilled technicians 


“restricts freedom of 
movement.” 


Under the country's 
Labour Code, he added, 
workers are only re- Opie, the Manila Electric 
quired to notify theirem- Company was “nearly 
ployers 30 days before crippled four years ago” 
they resign. “The meas- when its engineers 
ure amounts to involun- left for East jobs. 
tary servitude for And the situation is still 
(Filipino) workers look- considered critical in the 
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PHILIPPINES 


two power firms, accord. 
ing to authoritative 


Kuwait, 
1,894; and the United 
Arab 


that the “brawn” and 
“brain drain” poses a se- 
rious threat to the in- 
dustrialisation pro- 





CONTROL OF INTERNAL SECURITY SHIFTED TO DEFENSE MINISTRY 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 17 Sep 82 p 13 


[Text] 


CSO: 


4220/510 


SINGAPORE, Thurs. — Singapore's in- 
telligence and security net now — the 
Home and Defence Ministries, will come under one 


head in the next few months, official sources said 
They said that the t chief of the Internal 
Security Department (ISD), Lim Chye Heng, would 
Eve Se Se Beet Co Nae evecter 6 Ge Oetanee Ea 
‘s Security and Intelligence Division, Mr Eddie 
Teo, later this year. 
Mr Lim, 51, who rose 
from the ranks to become 
the head of ISD, a 
division of the Home Min. 
istry with wide powers of 
arrest and detention, 
would retire early. 
They could give no 
reason for his decision to 


ternal Security Act 
(ISA), to detain without 
trial suspected com- 
munists and subvoersives. 

Western diplomatic 

said that the 
move appeared to be part 
of a reorganisation to im- 
prove the efficiency of 
the island State's defence 
and securit us 

International human 
rights isations like 
the London-based Am- 
nesty International have 
criticised the Singapore 
Government for what 
they describe as stifling 

dissent through 
detentions. 

But the Government 
maintains that all the po- 
litical detainces,some 
held without trial for 
more than 15 years, are 
either communists or 
aubyveraive clements. 

The ISD's tatest suc- 
cess was in January 
when it arrested 10 mem. 
bers of a Muslim cx. 
tremist group which it 
said was planning to ov- 
erthrow the Singapore 
Government by force 
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CONSTRUCTION OF HYDROCRACKER PROJECT POSTPONED 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 21 Sep 82 p 2 


{Text ] 


CSO: 
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A PLANNED sccond 


eee Retains Com. 
apore n m- 
; (RC) in Brit- 
sh Petroleum, Caltex 
and a Petroiec- 
um y are part- 
sideration since carly 


The cha.+man of 
SRC's executive commit- 
tee, Mr G. Sismondo, said 
that re-evaluation wes 
not a “second thought” on 


we) 
“The project is not 


cancelled but is delayed,” 
the Straits Times quotcd 
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wise: have beea Iictting 
tracts about now. But it is 


sequcnt studics had 

shown that the initial 
on the 

were not “quite ap- 


¢ think It's going to 


eel ecwnty's 
envisa capacity o 
to barre 


and cost of the project. 


We are at the 
ae carefully,” it 
™ as 

Meanwhile, a oll 


eater. 


tablishing a multi-mil 
eS faci). 

y on onc potty 
smal! offshore islands, 
the Singapore Straits 
Times reported 


yester. 
“ne 


was in a preliminary 
stage but if finalised 
be as massive an 
investment as the Van 
Ommeron-S8ingapore 
government terminal 
venture being built on the 
offshore island of Pulau 
Sebarok, said industry 
sources, quoicd by the 
newspaper. AF! 


SINGAPORE 





LAND RECLAMATION PROJECTS BEING PLANNED 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 24 Sep 82 p 19 


[Article by Peter Spence in Singapore] 


{Text } 


CSO: 


to seven years on deep sea land 
reclamation and infrastructure de- 
velopment. Land will be reclaimed off 
the southwest tip of Singapore island 
and around 10 islets off the southern 
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lie immediately south of Ayer Merabau 
isiand, where the 8$2.000 million 
Japan-Singapore Sumitomo 
petrochemical complex is being built. 

In its annual report last year, the 
JTC announced studies on joining up 
two other islets much closer to the 
mainiand. But the JTC last week dis- 
closed plans {io join up five, not two, 
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islets — Merlimau, yo) 
Laut, Mesemut Darat Meskol 

These isicts lie only a few hundred 
ee eben en. ant tant 

ant petrochem joined 
up, at a cost of $8188 million, would 

some 156 hectares of land. 

ork is also underway to transform 

the small, 2.5-hectare Busing Island 

into a 55-hectare island at a cost of 8$47 
million. 

A far reclamation job under 
study by is the recovery of 600 
hectares off the southwestern tip of 
Singapore. Preliminary studics by a 
Dutch consultant, Haskoning 

last year showed the 
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centres are Bukom Shell, Ayer 
Chazan by Esso and a the 
Public Utilities Board. TC's 


tribution and processing centre for raw 
materiais like rubber and cocoa, 
aluminium and other regional prod- 
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THAILAND 


ASSISTANT CINC PATHOM PROFILED, DISPUTES ‘SOLDIER POLITICIAN’ LABEL 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 13 Sep 82 p 4 


[interview with Lieutenant General Pathom Soemsin, the assistant RTA CINC; 
date and place not specified] 


[Text] Lieutenant General Pathom Soemsin, the assistant 
commander in chief of the army, was born on 11 October 1924 

in Nakhon Pathom Province. He studied at the Kannasut school 

in Suphanburi Province through lower secondary school. He 

then completed his high school education at Suan Kulap School. 
He entered the Army Preparatory School, Class 3, He continued 
his education at the Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy, 
Graduating in 1945 at the end of the war. He entered government 
service as a sub-lieutenant in command of a platoon, 

4lst Battalion, Songkhla Province. He was the commander 

of a platoon in charge of protecting a checkpoint and keeping 
it from being seized by Japanese troops. After the end of the 
war, the 4lst Battalion was disbanded and he was transferred 

to the Kho Hong Camp in Hat Yai District. He was made the 
commander of a company with the 2nd Infantry Battalion, 5th 
Infantry Regiment. He served in Hat Yai for 7 years before being 
promotec to captain. In 1972, he served as the deputy chief 

of staff of the Second Army Area. In 1975, he served as the chief 
of staff of the Second Army Area. After that, he served as the 
deputy commanding general of the Second Army Area and then as 
the assistant chief of staff for logistics. He was then made 
deputy army chief of staff. 


[Question] Concerning your new position, what will you be responsible for? 
[Answer] I am the secord assistant army commander in chief. I am replacing 
General Phaichit Somsuwan. I will be responsible for logistics. Thianchai wiil 


be first assistant RTA CINC for personnel in place of General Athit. 


[Question] Will there be any problems? Are you unhappy about being appointed 
to this position? 
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|Answer| No. Concerning this work, I have much experience in logistics operations. 
I have been engaged in logistics work since I was with the Second Army Area. 


[Question] In general, what is your view of this year's reshuffle? There has 
been criticism that many members of Army Preparatory School Classes 3 and 5 
were promoted. 


[Answer] I do not agree. I think that the appointments this year were proper 

and that it was their turn to be promoted. I think that this was the case because 
of seniority. Many from my class, for example, were promoted because almost 

all those in the class before mine retired. The only person left from Army 
Preparatory School Class 2 is General Chaloei, who is now with Supreme Command 
Headquarters. Those in Class 3, to which I belong, have 2 more years left. 

After we retire, it will be the turn of classes 4 and 5. The members of these 
classes are approximately the same age. After classes 3 and 4, it will be the 
turn of classes 5 and 6.Class 5 is the class of Athit and Thianchai. 


[Question] Looking at things, at present many members of Class 5 have become 
commanders. Will there be any problems? 


{Answer] No. It all depends on us. Class is not important. It depends on the 
person's work capabilities. The idea that we are from a senior class but that 
we do not have important jobs or have not had experiences is not the right 
way to think. If such were the case, the younger men would not have a chance 
to move up. If we simply wait for one class to retire first, the country will 
be in trouble. People are not all equally intelligent. Sometimes, those who 
are younger are more brilliant. 


[Question] General Athit has been greatly criticized for rising so rapidly. 


[Answer] Has he ever caused losses? He is a capable person. He has done many 
things and has always succeeded. He has always completed his tasks. I do not 
think there wil be any problem over class or anything else. It was the same 
in a previous period. 


[Question] Before the royal command was issued, the atmosphere was tense because 
there were two contenders for the position of RTA CINC. What was the feeling? 


[Answer] That is not correct. We already knew. There was no conflict. You people 
are the ones who wrote all the criticisms about conflicts and competition. 

But none of this happened. He sat and laughed. Everyone knew already. But here, 
we must give much praise to General Athit. If he had not been present during 
the events of 1 April, I do not know what would have happened. People who do 

a good job must be praised. General Athit is a good man. He has done many good 
things. He speaks well; he is a very good speaker. I think he speaks like Mr 
Samak. That is, people of all classes understand what he says. People who are 
not good speakers may be understood by knowledgeable people but they will not 
be understood by uneducated people. As for people not liking him, I do not 
think he smiles very much and so it seems that people don't like him. But I think 
that this is just a characteristic of professional soldiers. 
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[Question] But there .s the feeling that General Athit's rapid rise has created 
a tense atmosphere in the army. Isn‘t this true? 


{Answer} No, it isn't. Are you saying that General Athit rose unusually fast? 
General Thianchai comes form the same class but he was promoted to major general 
before me in 1973. I was still a colonel then. The rise of Class 5 has been 
rapid.General Athit rose rapidly after the events of 1 April. 


[Question] There are people who feel that many soldiers do not like General 
Athit and that his rise to the top position will only increase the conflicts 
in the army. 


[Answer] I think just the opposite is true. The units feel like those in Korat. 
Go ask who doesn't like General Athit. Concerning the units in the seocnd and 
first army areas, I have not seen anyone who does not like him. But he is a 
person who does not smile very often. That's the way he is. But he is really 

a good and kindhearted person. As for administration, it seems that he is close 
to his subordinates. As for saying that soldiers do not really like General 
Athit, I do not think this is true. 


[Question] At Lopburi, the commander of the Army Military District and the 
commander of the Lopburi Artillery Center were transferred. This resulted because 
of the attempt on the life of the prime minister, didn't it? 


[Answer] I don‘t know anything about this. The commander of the army district 

may have been involved. It mav have been a case involving influential soldiers 

who had been oppressing the villagers. The villagers then complained and so 

action was taken. This is probably what happened. But concerning the commander 

of the artillery center, he was transferred because next year he will retire; 

the army often transfers soldiers who will soon retire and moves them to headquart- 
ers. There were many soldiers who were transferred to headquarters this year 

to wait to retire next year. 


[Question] Recently, there has been constant competition between the professional 
soldiers and the political soldiers. 


‘Answer] We cannot say who is a professional soldier and who is a political 
soldier.Every soldier considers himself to be a professional soldier since 

we have all studied at military academies. We must consider the military our 
profession. As for politics, politics has involved itself with us. It is necessary 
for soldiers.... As for soldiers liking to stage coups, I thin: that soldiers 

have a duty to maintain the security of the country, especially from invasion 

by outside enemies. 


[Question] It seems possible that there will be more coups since when something 
violent like a bombing takes place, people in general think that the army will 
seize power, although the parliamentary political sytem is now working well. 
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|Answer| The present prime minister wants a democratic system just as we co. 

lie ts trying.... Concerning these events, I think that some people feel that 

a situation was created on purpose in crder to dissolve parliament. I do not 
think this is true. i think it was probably troublemakers or people who have 
been arrested. Or perhaps it was the same people who set off the explosion 

at Don Muang. Maybe it was the bandit terrorists or the communist terrorists, 
who are now active in both the cities and the jungles. This may have been their 
plan. I do not think soldiers needed to create a situation. There is no need 

to be suspicious of each other. 


[Question] From the standpoint of the military, it may seem that, because such 
events have occurred, the prime minister is too weak and that the government 
cannot control things or take effective action. Can you confirm whether there 
will or will not be [a coup]? 


[Answer] It is not necessary to stage a coup and bring in a new person. The 
present government of General Prem is a good government. He is a good man. 

He is not weak. As for the situation, it .s under control. There will not be 

a coup if the conditions are not present. This is my view. I do not think anyone 
will attempt to stage a coup. We know that democracy still requires the monarchy. 
In some periods, [poeple] have wanted to abolish the monarchy in order to have 

a presidential system. Our country is not suited to this and it would only 

lead to more power struggles. 


[Question] You have been in the military for a long time. How do soldiers feel 
about democracy? 


[Answer] I think our soidiers are very democratic. I wrote my thesis in 1966 

at the Army College. I wrote about the problems of Thais in Thailand. My thesis 
was one of the five best theses. I wrote about politics, particularly about 
what soldiers thought. I do not think that even the government officials or 
Civilians in the Ministry of Interior thought the same way I did. I wrote about 
how Thailand should govern itself. I think that what I wrote was too far ahead 
of its time. 


I think that it is essential to have local administration start from local 
government. Things must begin at the commune and village levels. There must 
be village committees and commune, district and provincial councils. To have 
an elected parliament, the people must be allowed to elect people, from the 
lower levels on up. The commune councils must have real power. 


What do soldiers want concerning administration and do they want to form a 
government themselves? Actually, soldiers cannot form a government. The soldiers 


bear arms and cannot play politics. 


[Question] But ever since 1932, soldiers serving as RTA CINC have used their 
power to stage coups to become prime minister. 
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[Answer] At that time, the country was in turmoil because we had just implemented 
democracy. And democracy was understood by only a few small croups. The people 
could not keep up. Stated simply, this was something new that they were not 
familiar with. Some people took advantage of things and created problems for 

the people in general. 


iQuestion] What is your view on the relationship between the position of RTA 
CINC and the position of prime minister? Since General Athit has become RTA 
CINC, some people think that if General Prem leaves the position, General Athit 
will become the next prime minister. 


[Answer] The next prime minister must be elected. If the RTA CINC wants to 
be prime minister, he must resign his military position and run in the election. 


[Question] But what if there is a revolution or coup or parliament continues 
to give power to the senators using the same election method it did when General 
Prem was elected? 


[Answer] That is a collective matter, not an individual matter. If parliament 

is silly enough to do that, that is up to parliament. I do not know. But in 
principle, I do not think that would be correct. Prime minister Prem is a gentleman. 
I do not think he would do that. General Athit has always supported General 

Prem. He does not think about such things. 


11943 
CSO: 4207/11 
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THAILAND 


DEPUTY CINC SUP INTERVIEWED ON RTA BUSINESS ROLE, BOMBINGS 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 14 Sep 82 p 3 


{Interview with Lieuten4nt General Sup Aksaranukhro, the deputy commander in 
chief of the army; date an place not specified] 


[Text] [Question] Concerning your new position as deputy commander in chief 
of the army, do you feel unhappy abcut anything? 


[Answer] Concerning the matter of responsibility, this is a position with a 
great deal of responsibility. The person who holds this position is second 

in command after the RTA CINC. He must help carry out all the work and help 

the RTA CINC. But all this must be within the framework and policies stipulated 
by th RTA CINC. 


[Question] When you take over this position, will there be any discussion about 
the young turks" -- the soldiers who instigated the 1 April 1981 affair -- 
request to return to government service? 


[Answer] I cannot give you an answer about this for two reasons. First, as 
of today, I am not yet the deputy RTA CINC. I am still the deputy chief of 
staff. Second, this is a matter that must be discussed by senior commanders. 
Concerning this matter, I believe that it has already been discussed. It is 
not something new; it is an old matter. It happened a long time ago. 


[Question] Discussions at what level? 


[Answer] I cannot answer that because I have not started carrying out my duties. 
I do not know; I do not have all the data about what has already been done 
or at what level. 


[Question] What is the military's view of the present situation of the government? 


[Answer] Things are very stable. There should not be any problems because the 
government is carrying out its duties as usual. There are economic problems. 
The government is trying to solve the security problems. Domestically, we have 
scored very good results. The first, second third and fourth army areas have 
211 scored very good achievements. Durirg 1982, we have destroyed almost all 
of the enemy secure bases. As for outsice security, we are ready to handle 
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any Situation. Thus, concerning the stability of the government, I do not think 
there is anything to be worried about. 


[Question] The economic situation is not good. How can the military help the 
government? 


[Answer] We are already helping. We are providing help in those areas that 

we can. The military cannot provide direct help in the economic sphere.But 

we can do so indirectly. For example, we can develop the areas that are seized. 
We have made plans to develop these areas. This is help in the form of making 
these areas safe.The people can make a living in peace without being bothered 
by the communist terrorists. This will help improve the economy in those areas. 


[Question] Concerning the matter of Lieutenant General Han Linanon talking 
about the banks, whut is your view on this matter? 


[Answer] Concerning this, I will say frankly that I do not have the knowledge 
to analyze the matter. Economics, finance and banking are subjects that must 
be studied. I'm sorry, but I just can't answer you. 


[Question] Concerning this year's military transfers, it looks as if Army Prepara- 
tory School Class 3 will play a greater role than Class 5. Will the members 
of Class 5 encounter any problems in stepping into command positions? 


[Answer] Concerning the mass media in general, I would like to say that their 
separation of people by class is not good. It is not good because when considering 
a person for a position, it is possible that a person from the same class will 

be selected without our really having intended to choose him. But we must look 

at qualifications. If we get involved with the matter of class, this will lead 

the discussions astray. I once served as the director of personnel. I tried 

to avoid the matter of class. If we look at class too, our consideration of 

a person [for a position] will not proceed as it should. This is what I think. 


As a matter of course, officers graduate every year. Thus, I do not know which 
class will move up every year. It is as if there is a time for every class 

to moveup. For these reasons, I do not agree with looking at who is in which 
class.Things are uncertain. Those people who are very intelligent and capable 
individuals may move up faster than those in other classes.But we admit that 
they are very capable individuals. 


A case in point is that I am a member of Class 3 but a member of Class 5 is 

my superior. How do I feel? I do not feel anything because every soldier is 
disciplined. It is not easy for a person to be promoted to a position, particularly 
as a member of the king's royal commnad. Everyone must accept this. Once we 

accept this, there is no problem. Everyone must simply carry out his duties. 

There is no need to sulk over the fact that someone else comes from a younger 
class. 
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[Question! This year, it seems that many of the officers who helped put down 
the 1 April rebellion were promoted. 


[Answer] As for suppressing the rebellion, most of those left were promoted 
because Only a few poeple helped put down the rebellion. Those who joined in 
restoring order were the ones who were left. And you cannot say that many have 
been promoted. Everyone had to help put down the rebellion. 


[Question] What is your view about some future coup d‘' etat? Whenever something 
violent occurs such as a bombing, people think that there may be a coup. 


[Answer] As for the bombings, I do not think it will reach that point. If there 
are bombings in many places all at once, they may in fact be planning somethinc. 
But if there is just a single explosion, this is just someone causing trouble. 
It is nothing that would require forces to be brought out. 


[Question] What was behind the explosion at the Ministry of Defense? 


[Answer] We will know the answer to that when we findout who set off the bomb. 
If we can learn who set off the explosion, we will learn why this was done. 


[Question] Concerning the matter of the prime minister being fired at at Lopburi 
and the matter of a grenade being thrown at his home at Si Sao, is there any 
indication of who was involved? 


[Answer] I do not want to say anything because the results of the investigations 
of these two cases are not yet clear. But I understand that the officials handling 
these cases may know the answers.Those in the military [who know] are the security 
officials. The civilians [who know] are the police. 


[Question] Concerning the assassination attempt at Lopburi, the commander of 
the Artillery Center and the commander of the Army District were both removed. 


[Answer] I am uncertain about this. These people were too senior to be involved 
in this. There are many units at Lopburi. I think there was some other reason 
for their transfer.But by chance, this took place first. I do not believe this. 


[Question] What is your view about the fact that officers are members of the 
boards of state enterprises? 


|Answer] This is a matter for the RTA CINC. Don't think that soldiers know 
only how to fight. Many of today’s soldiers have a Ph.D. Go observe things 

at the Armed Forces Staff College. Many of those studying there have their 
Ph.D. Thus, those soldiers with administrative and technical knowledge can 
monitor things for the government. The position of board member is not a work 
position but an executive position. 
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[Question] Will these soldiers have time to administer things and make decisions 
Since they already have regular duties? 


[Answer] They must have. If they are ordered to do this, they must have time. 
It depends. 


[Question] As a senator, what is your view on what is being done to revise 
the constitution? 


[Answer] This is now a game. The two motions to revise the constitution have 
both been rejected. To revise it, there are two ways. That is, the MPs must 
vote to convene a special meeting [of parliament] in order to discuss this 
matter.Another way is for the government to make this proposal. Concerning 
this, I do not know whether the MPs intend to call for a revision. But they 
have the right to do this. 


[Question] How do the senators feel about this? 


[Answer] Most of the senators served on the Legislative Council that produced 
the present constitution and so they approve of it.Since you have asked me, 

I can say that most of the senators played a role in writing this constitution 
and, therefore, few want to revise it. It has never been used. We would like 
it to be used. We would like the governmnt to have a majority in parliament 

to see how things go. If old-style elections are held in which the zones are 
divided and numbers are divided, there will be many small parties again. We 
want to see a government formed by having a political party. 


[Question] But this way, the large parties that have large sums of money will 
win many seats in parliament. The small parties will not have a chance. 


[Answer] This has both advantages and disadvantages. We must think about this. 
We know that by dividing the zones and numbers, there will not be a majority. 
If we do things this new way, there is the disadvantage that you mentioned 

We must see what happens. The best way is to try this and see what the result 
is. 


[Question] People are wo:.dering whether the senators want to implement a "“ready- 
made" democracy without giving the people a chance to learn for themselves or 
whether the people will be given a chance to elect [candidates] with the party 
system developing on its own. 


[Answer] We are trying to emphasize the importance of the political parties 
and of choosing a single number. The people will elect a party. The parties 
will choose people [to run] and the people will determine which parties have 
good candidates. I cannot answer your question yet. We must wait and see what 
really happens. 


[Question] What is your opinion of Thai newspapers? 
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[Answer] They ars good. But as I have said from the very first, I know that 
some scories in the newspapers [are not true]. Take the matter of conflicts 

in the military, for examnle, There are no conflucts in the military, but the 
newspapers have printed stories saying that there are conflicts. This is not 
good. Thus, concerning those things that will help promote national unity and 
security, I would like the mass media to help. In particular, I would like 

the media to help with psychological operations. That is, they should not just 
wait for headline stories so that sales are good. [These stories] must first 
bring good results before we can say that the mass media here is good. 


[Question] What is your view on how the news is presented? 


[Answer] It's fine. Some stories are a little too sensational. But I think 
things have improved. Things are better than they were 5-6 years ago. 


[Question] The press has the feeling that if anything happens, if there is 
a coup, the newspapers will immediately be shut down. 


[Answer] Such an event is not normal. In my experience, whenever something 
happens, the newspapers sell a lot of newspapers. For example, on 1 April, 

there were three editions, in the morning, afternoon and evening. They made 

large profits, didn't they? Such events cannot be used as a standard. At present, 
the government is not watching over [the press] very clsoely. But some things 
that have been printed have affected certain people and they have complained. 

I frequently see retractions in the press. 


[Question] Concerning the stories that were printed about the appointments 
of officers of the rank of colonel, the army did not want the press to print these 
stories. Why doesn't the army want such stories published? 


[Answer] It's like this. The transfer orders have been classified as secret.They 
are classified secret because it is feared that, if people know, they will 

make a fuss.They will want to be transferred tocertain places or they will 

not go to where they have been assigned. The assignments are kept secret until 

the transfer orders have been signed. The secret classification is then removed 
and the matter is revealed.But usually, based on what I have seen, some newspapers 
have obtained copies of these orders and printed them before the secret calssifica- 
tion has been removed. This is too soon. This has made us uneasy. Why have 

some of our men released this information to the mass media ahead of time? 


[Question] But the list of appointments has been published. 


[Answer] Not yet. The Adjutant General Department must first remove the secret 
classification before this is printed. 


[Question] Does this mean that, from now on, when such items are released and 
the secret classification is removed they can then be printed as news items. 
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[Answer] Yes. They can be printed. But don‘t publish such orders just before 

the orders are signed like this. The ink is not even dry. That is one thing. 
Another thing is that transfers are a normal event for soldiers and government 
officials in general. But why are transfers in the military and Police Department 
reported? The press likes to print such stories. Actually, this is just a normal 
event.But it may cause readers to think that there is something behind the 
transfers. 


Personally, if I were in the newspaper business, I would print only the important 
positions. I would not list all the positions. Some positions, such as teachers, 
do not need to be printed. The important positions can be printed in the social 
columns. Such things do not have to make the headlines. 
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THAILAND 


WRITER VOICES FEAR OF RETURN TO SARIT-LIKE RULE 
Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 21 Sep 82 p 5 
{Article by Chaisiri Samutwanit: “Power, Propriety and Administration"] 


(Text] Power, propriety and administration are all deeply connected with each 
other, particularly in a period in which the transfer of power, or strength 
of the country, is at a turning point. 


Political scientists agree about many things concerning the transfer of power. 
They agree that it is of great importance for social order and security. But 
power changes depend on what apparatus is present to support the changes. And 
this apparatus depends on whether the concentration or dispersal of power is 
democratic or dictatorial. 


It is for this reason that some political strategists have constantly affirmed 
that state powercomes trom the barrel of a gun and that administrative power 
comes from the propriety conferred by the people. 


In short, if it is a matter of power, those who have forces will not be able 

to come to power without violence.They must use their forces to settle matters. 
Whether the forces are “domestic” or “outside” forces is another matter. But 

by nature, those who use force have only a single propriety in the activities 

in which their forces are their foundation in the struggle. For example, protecting 
the country from foreign enemies does not mean using the power derived from 

the forces to suppress the people, who are the ones who confer “propriety” 

in administration. 


This is important because, at present, there is a high tide of desire to gain 
both military power and propriety on the part of those groups that also want 
to be administrators. This is entagling these two things. This mistake has 
been perpetuated ever since the military groups in the “trust the military 

to save you from danger” period held power one after another. And the trend 
in the perpetuation of this continues unendingly. 


For this reason, the appointment of the RTA CINC is something that many groups 
give special attnetion to. And it has reached the point where people such as 

Maha Chamlong Srimuong who have reached a certain level of goodness have insinuated 
that the future of democracy depends on who becomes the RTA CINC. This means 
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that this position with forces in place will determine the fate of national 
administration, with the largest body being the masses, or the owners of the 
country. 


If this is assumed to be the case, it will not be possible to escape the vicious 
circle of political decline. But this does not mean that we cannot escape from 
this vicious circle of decline. 


Machiavelli, a political scientist and the father of [modern] administration, 

once said that even though military power will determine the rise of administrative 
power in a country, it must be determined whether this power is “righteous” 

Or not and whether it is oppressive power that causes trouble for the masses. 

He pointed out that, if it causes trouble and administration is corrupt, the 

people havethe right to help virtuous poeple take up arms to topple this corrupt 
power and estalbish rightous forces and power. 


Who Wants Sarit? 


At present, many people are talking about a Sarit-like leader.But no one is 
interested in how Field Marshal Sarit rose to power. And is it true that Field 
Marshal Sarit had righteousness and that the people approved of his use of 
absolute power? The most important question is: What groups, or what type of 
people, want a person like Field Marshal Sarit? 


Field Marshal Sarit rose to power mainly through the use of force.He was able 
to seize power from the former powerholders without violence.And he gave his 
word that he would support righteousness so that the country was governed in 
accord with the wishes of the people. But when he reached the top position 

{in the army], Field Marshal Sarit felt that he was “bigger” than Field Marshal 
Phibun and even “bigger” than the people of the country. And so he used this 
“bigness” to topple the old powerholders. 


When Sarit came to power, he constantly used force. He issued Revolutionary 
Council Order 17, which in practice meant that he could do anything he wanted 
and he even made his own laws. 


Field Marshal Sarit's use of power created a reign of terror. It was a show 

of power to get the people to bow down quietly. If anyone opposed him, he 

used the laws that he had made (or jungle law in political science terminology). 
He controlled everything. 





Thus, Field Marshal Sarit governed *he country by creating fear among the people. 
Because this fear was created by an administrator with military power, the 
people living under this administration had to submit without resisting. 


There were people who had no desire to have jungle law or Field Marshal Sarit. 
There were such people. Those who felt that the country lacked law and order 

and that the laws were stipulated arbitrarily went and established an organization 
in the jungle. They challenged the state power and appealed to the people for 
support. It is certain that many people supported this group. And under 
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the name of “the Communist Party of Thailanc,” they were able to build secure 
bases and create a broad united front that has endured for many years. 


A society that is ruled through fear can be compared to a teapot that cannot 
release the steam when the temperature rises. This is because all the openings 

are shut tight.But when the jungle laws can no longer suppress the demands 

for democracy or for the right of self-rule, great numbers of people will gather 
forces to topple these jungle laws. And we have proof of Machiavelli's [statement] 
inthe 14 October affair.The student organization was greatly trusted by the 
masses concerning [the government's] uselessness and greed for state power. 

As the representatives of “righteousness,” they were given great support. 


Only a minority want a person like Field Marshal Sarit. If there are many such 
Peale, these people are selfish. They see only the immediate problems or think 
only about solving the immediate problems.For example, they want some resolute 
person to come control crime and violence or to control the evils. But this 

is a very minor matter when compared with entrusting all national power to 

just one person with the stroncest military forces. This is the biggest political 
crime, and it is a very base thing for the soul of freedom and for humanity. 

And no one can prevent this. 


What can people who do not want Sarit do? 


In the past, those who did not want Sarit went and established a communist 
organization and mobilized the masses. They formulated a major plan, or policy, 
with the intention of assuring 10 freedoms when they came to power. 


That period has passed. That group has become a “conservative” force that trusts 
the ideology of “experience” and that uses dictatorial principles in organization. 
And it has controlled the various groups so tightly that many people have split 
away and surrendered. The forces that oppose dictatorship have dwindled since 

this ideology has consumed itself and made everyone fearful. Things have declined 
to the point that there are rumors tha unprecedented numbers are repudiating 

this organization. 


This is a very important factor. If the person with forces has the greatest 
strength at present, this is a factor in his group being able to handle the 
atfeirs of the country by putting all organizations under his contorl. He can 
fully control the lives of the masses by carrying out a coup or revolution. 
Propriety will not arise and those whom government officials refer to as 
“communists” will have a new lease on life. They will switch from the "2 lines, 
3 tides" strategy to combining forces, and in the end they may build a large 
"nest." 


Besides this, in the present situation the economic problem is a “stubborn” 
one.Even though the prime minister has openly announced that the rottenness 

of the outdated apparatus of the bureaucracy so that this is clear to people 

in general, in practice, this unchanged “stubbornness” is still present. Investors 











have turned away from this system and invested elsewhere. Even sugar mill owners, 
who are considered to be national-level investors, have had to announce that 
they are selling the mills and investing their money abroad for the sake of 
greater profits abroad. 


The nation's path is to change the political, administrative and military 
structures. It is a joke to think that the military can play a creative role 

in building a new structure while the civilian organizations are retreating. 

They are more interested in building a foundation for their own political parties 
than they are in [building] a foundation for the people. The Social Action 
Party,which has said that it will build a mass party, has no chance of defeating 
the civilian organizations that the military has used for many years. 


Those who have no need for Sarit or Sarit-like people must be disciplined. 

From discipline, they can create a system and from this system they can build 
an organization to set goals to achieve a perfect democracy. They must link 

up with the movement to develop political parties. Those who are standing alone 
must jOin a political party in order to change the political parties from cliques 
to parties for protecting the people as much as possible. Because the political 
parties established in order to administer the country are different from the 
military's organizations. The military's organizations were established only 

in order to fight and defend the country. They were not established in order 

to make it possible for some groups to mobilize [the organizations] in order 

to turn the country over to someone with forces. 


Those who are sad and “discouraged can no longer bear only discoragement. Those 
who love freedom should enthusiastically build up bargaining power and change 
the administrative system that is encrusted with rust so that it serves the 
poeple and serves as a bargaining lever against the hidden organizations of 
the dictators if someone prepares to take power, even if it is 3 months or 

6 months from now. 


Don't give propriety to the dictators. Don't allow the dictators to take adminis- 
trative control. 
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THAILAND 


DEBATE CONTINUES OVER THAI-ASEAN ROLE IN KHMER COALITION 
Bangkok PATINYA in Thai 20 Sep 82 pp 23-26 
[Article: “The Formation of the Khmer Coalition -- Who Benefited?”] 


{Text] At Ramkhamhaeng University on the evening of 25 August, the Ramkhamhaeng 
University Student Organization held a debate on the topic: “The Formation 

of the Khmer Coalition -- Who Benefited?” The debate was held on the SWP lawn. 
The knowledgeable people taking part in the debate included Professor Chaloemchai 
Phinruongnon, a professor in the Faculty of Political Science at Ramkhamhaeng 
University, Police Major General Chana Samutwanit, the last Thai ambassador 

to Kampuchea before Kampuchea fell, Mr Chatchawan Chomphudaeng, a former MP 

from Roi Et who belonged to the New Force Party, and Mr Somchai Chottikhut, 

the editor of PATINYA. Mr Wiraphong Numwong, the president of the Ramkhamhaeng 
University student body, moderated the debate. The debate attracted much interest 
from students, government officials and the mass media. Before t*ese knowledgeable 
people began debating, the moderator recited a short poem appropriate to the 
subject of the debate: 


“The custom of beating a snake may bring trouble later on. Regardless of whether 
a crocodile lives in deep water or a tiger lives in the jungle, they are still 
fierce. If you capture the enemy commander and do not kill him, later on the 
enemy will become very powerful.” 


Erawan: The Khmer Government House 


Professor Chaloemchai began the debate by saying that the "Khmer coalition 
government was formed on 22 June 1982 with the support of several groups.” 

He stressed that “actually, it should not be called the tripartite Khmer coalition. 
It should be called the 4-group or 5-group Khmer coalition. Even though the 
fourth and fifth groups are not really Kampucheans, they are ‘artificial’ 
Kampucheans who supported the formation of the coalition and made it a reality. 
These groups are Asean, of which Thailand was the prime mover, China and one 
other non-communist country. Its deadly enemy is the Heng Samrin group, which 
is receiving weapons and war materials from Vietnam and which is being managed 
by the Soviet Union.” Professor Chaloemchai also said that “both Thailand and 
Asean have benefited greatly from the formation of the Khmer coalition. But 
there are also great disadvantages for Thailand and Asean as the prime movers 











im the formation of this coalition. It is probably true, as peole say, that 

the Erawan Hotel is more the Government House of the Khmer Coalition Government 
than it is a hotel since it is used to hold the conferences of the cabinet 

of the coalition government. And Thailand has openly played the part of the 
prime mover by frequently arranging conferences in Bangkok.” “Thailand and 
Asean have openly revealed their part in the formation of the Khme.~ coalition 
ana have given strong support even though their policy called for remaining 
neutral. I think that this poses a great danger for the future.” Professor 
Chaloemchai also said that “if the Khmer coalition continues to exist for any 
length of time, the Khmer Rouge (Pot Pot) will swallow the other Khmer groups 
ana then establish a communist party. This will benefit China greatly. China 
was the one that exerted great influence on the formation of the Khmer coalition 
and it will benefit greatly in the future.” 





“As tor the United States, I think that its policy is similar to that of Asean's. 
Or it stipulated the policy for Asean. We can see that the United States is 
giving weapons to Thailand and it has held joint military maneuvers with Thailand. 
Vietnam is very unhappy about this. Because Vietnam fought a long war against 

the United States, it knows the real ‘nature’ of the United States. As for 

the Soviet Union, it does not stand to gain much here. This is for the short- 
term . For the long-term, things must be reanalyzed.” 


Thailand United the Three Khmer Groups: a Bitter Policy 


"At present, the forces opposing Vietnam are very strong, which is very bad 
for Vietnam and the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union must give more and more 
aid to Vietnam in order to save the Heng Samrin group. I think that it is the 
Kampuchean people who will benefit or lose the most since the war has broken 
out in their country and the Kamprchean people have to fight each other. And 
I think that they will benefit very little from this dispute, just as was the 
case in Lebanon.” 


Professor ~ aloemchai said in corclusion that “concerning Thailand's policy 
concernin, <he Khmer coalition, we now think that it is the best policy and 

that it will bring great benefits. But in another 4-5 years or even 10 years, 

this policy may be the most bitter policy ever recorded in the history of Thailand. 
It is like the time the Nazi Party felt that its policy of invading other countries 
was the best policy. But later on, Germany learned what a bitter policy it 

was. 


Following this, Police Major General Chana discussed the matter of Vietnam 
supporting Heng Samrin's invasion of Kampuchea. He said that “this was because 
Kampuchea is a small country. It has only 7 million people. This small country 
does not have capabilities. But the reason for their fighting each other concerns 
the two big powers, that is, Russia and Red China. These two great powers are 
each backing their own side. 
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Police Major General Chana: Support the Khmer Coalition 


Police Major General Chana said that “concerning the formation of the coalition 
government es was announced, it is generally thought that they formed this 
coalition in order to oppose Vietnam. But behind this, Sihanouk has said that 

the Khmer coalition cannot defeat Vietnam and that these Khmer groups united 

in ordcer to show the world that the Kampucheans can still unite to fight and 

that the Kampuchean people have not been annihilated. They are thus waging 

4 guerrilla war and they want the people of the world to use politics and economics 
in order to compel Vietnam to withdraw its troops from Kampuchea. And I think 

in all fairness that our playing the role of prime mover in this was proper. 

Those who like to cover up things should be criticized. For example, Ramkhamhaeng 
University students went and asked questions but were not given an answer. 

It it had been me, I would have answered in order to clear up things.” In 
conclusion, Police Major General Chana said that “no conclusions can be made 

yet. It is the Kampucheans who are benefiting the most at present. Because 

wnen the three groups united, each group received support from various countries. 

I think that the government did the right thing in this matter. The clever 

people in the United Nations agree. And Thailand will benefit in both the short- 
term and the long-term. As for Vietnam, I do not think that it has the capabilities 
to fight Thailand. It has only the capabilities to invade Kampuchea. 


The next person to speak was Mr Chachawan, who began by saying that the “United 
States wants to block the communists, including both Red China and Russia, 
because it knows that if the communists succeed in invading [us], they will 
continue on into Malaysia and the Pacific front, where the United States has 
drawn the line. Another thing is that, concerning Kampuchea'’s seat in the United 
Nations, the number of those who are against [Democratic Kampuchea] has constantly 
increased. Also, Vietnam is the enemy of China and, at present, China has been 
surrounded by Russia. The United States is unhappy about this. The United States 
has a good friend and that friend is Thailand. Thus, Thailand has had to follow 
the policies of the United States and prohibit trade with Indochina. This has 
resulted in losses for Thailand. Even though this is Asean's policy, implementing 
such a foreign policy must also depend on the interests of the country. 


The Thai Minister of Foreign Affairs: As If Kampuchea Immediately Rose 


“Sihanouk was not welcomed by the Kampuchean people. And Sihanouk has said 

that he is not ready to fight. This is interesting. I think that, regardless 

of who wins in Kampuchea, Kampuchea will not be free. Another matter of interest 
is that, if Heng Samrin defeats the Khmer coalition, what attitude will the 

Heng Samrin group take toward Thailand, which played a prominent role in the 
formation of the Khmer coalition? And if the Khmer coalition is defeated, the 
Heng Samrin forces will pursue them across the border into Thailand to crush 
them and so there will be border clashes. This will be very bad for Thailand. 
These days, I often look at the face of the minister of foreign affairs and 

see the face of a Kampuchean. And the more pictures that are taken of him, 

the more he looks like a Kampuchean,” said Mr Chachawan earnestly admidst pounding 
rain. 

















What Has Theiland Gained: Go Ask the Minister of Foreign Affairs 


“"Iconclude that Thailand has benefited. Vietnam has certainly benefited because 
it has scolded Thailand. Asean has benefited. China has benefited because it 

has been able to spread its influece in Thailand. And Thailand has benefited. 

But as for the long-term, I am not sure whether the United States will benefir. 
Before the Khmer colaition was formed, the United States could not deny that 

it was behind the efforts to form a Khmer coalition as it wanted. As for Russia, 
at present, it has suffered some losses. But in the future, if the Khmer coalition 
is driven out, Russia will benefit greatly because it will cooperate with Vietnam 
in carrying on things. But Kampuchea itself will not benefit by the formation 

of this coalition. Kampuchea is the unlucky one. It is the battlefiled for 

the great powers and a bargaining chip for the interests of others. And the 

most unfortunate ones are the Kampuchean people, whose leaders have all fallen 
under the influence of the great powers and used the name of the Kampuchean 
people in order to preserve their own interests and base of power on the inducements 
of the great powers in the backbround.”As for Thailand, Mr Chachawan said that 
“today, it may benefit. But for the future, go ask the prime minister and the 
minister of foreign affairs.” Concerning this, Mr Chachawan said that “if I 

Say more than this, they will call me a child who does not know anything at 

all but who just wants to say something. Thus, I will not say anything more 

than this. If anything needs further clarification, it should be the minister 

of toreign affairs who points out what the advantages and disadvantages are. 

He can clarify this and go into greater detail.” 


Mr Comchai Chottikun, the editor of PATINYA, was the last one to speak. Admidst 
a steady downpour of rain, before he began his formal presentation, Mr Somchai 
said that “I would like to express my great joy at seeing our students take 

an interest in the problems outside the university. These appear to be distant 
problems and matters that the administrators are involved in. But they are 
matters thet will concern our lives in the near future since they affect the 
survival of the country and may turn the nation's history in a different 
direction." 


Who Gained By Uniting the Three Khmer Factions? 


Concerning the formation of the Khmer coalition, Mr Somchai said that the other 
speakers had already said almost everything that he had planned to say and 

that he would emphasize the things that Thailand would gain from this. He said 
that the “formation of the Khmer coalition does not concern just the small 
countries like Thailand. It concerns all the great power countries that have 
made plans to compete for power. We are like a pawn on a chessboard that is 
used to protect its lord, meaning the great powers.” Mr Somchai said that the 
“target of the great powers is not Thailand alone. They are also looking at 

the Strait of Malacca, which is the target of those great powers that want 

to expand their influence in this region in order to strangle their enemies. 
But at present, none of the great powers can do this and so they are supporting 
countries and getting them to fight each other in order to sap the will of 

the other.” “Vietnam is the agent of the Soviet Union. Pol Pot, or Khieu Samphan, 
is the agent of China. The agents of the United States are Thailand and some 
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of the other Asean countries.” Mr Somchai said that the “government views Vietnam 
aS 4@ great enemy that has invaded a neighboring country. At the same time, 

it views China as a trustworthy friend since China has said that it will help 
Thailand if Vietnam invades Thailand.” Mr Somchai made the criticism that “it 
isn*t known whether they will help the government of General Prem or whether 
they will help Mr Prasit Taphienthong (CPT). Vietnam is indeed our enemy. But 
at present, it does not pose a danger to us. The country that can harm us now 
is China, which is supporting the CPT.” Even though Vietnam wants to be our 
enemy, it is not felt that they can do anything to us. Our military forces 
are equal to theirs and so we can defend oursleves. But their economy is in 
shambles. And why should we fear an attack by Vietnam since, even though our 
economy is in poor shape, it is in much better shape than that of Vietnam. 


Thailand Is Humanitarian and Peaceful and It Has a Buffer State 


Concerning being humanitarian, Mr Somchai said that “I agree with this point 
too. But [our priority] must be to preserve the Thai race and not the Khmer 
race as Thailand is doing these days in citing the resolutions of Asean and 
the United Nations. Actually, Asean is taking our rice and other goods of ours 
and selling them. It is Asean that will benefit greatly from the formation 
of the Khmer coalition. And Asean will get the edvantage of us too since we 
are so absorbed in preserving our honor. And Mr Somchai also said that the 
United Nations does not have any capabilities. The various countries in the 
world do not respe:;t its resolutions. The resolutions go against the interests 
of these countries and so they do not act in accord with the resolutions. 

An example is Lebanon. Mr Somchai also said that “there is no way to solve 
the problems peacefully because weapons are being sent to the various groups 
and so there will be fighting. Kampuchea is like a stick of sugarcane that 
has entered the mouth of the elephant. There is no way that Vietnam will ‘spit 
out’ Kampuchea. Our only task is to keep them from swallowing us too. But we 
are dreaming if we expect to pry open the mouth using peaceful means.” As for 
uSing Kampuchea as a buffer state, Mr Somchai said that “that state is on the 
Thai border. Whenever something happens, they will flee here. And if the Khmer 
coalition wins, the group that will take power in the end will be the Khmer 
Rouge. The Khmer Rouge will clash with us again.” 





Develop and Build Internal Security 


Mr Somchai said in conclusion that we must hold to the interests of the country 
by having our country remain really neutral.We must not get involved in the 
Indochina problem, regardless of the matter. We do not have to recognize one 
faction as the representative of Kampuchea. Let them fight among themselves. 
When the fighting is over and one side has emerged as the leader of the country, 
we can recognize that group. There are probably many people who feel that Heng 
Samrin will win. Concerning this, Mr Somchai said that "I don't care who wins. 
I am not interested in who wins. I want the war to end quickly. By not getting 
involved, we will not have to go fight them. We can engage in trade with them 
and use the money to develop the country and the military. Before they can 

win, we will have strengthened ourself. When the war has ended and things are 











quiet, other countrics will come invest here. Tourism will increase. We can 
use the money to develop and increase our internal security. This is better 
than using the money to support this and that person, thinking that this will 
bring us a little honor. This will give the advantage to Vietnam and allow 

it to come to the border. We can act like West Germany. Many East Germans have 
fled into West Germany.” Mr Somchai pointed out that Thailand should do what 
West Germany has done. Otherwise, we will become their slaves. If we continue 
to carry out a policy like the present one and continually get involved in 
the affairs of these countries, if we are invaded, other countries will just 
feel that we are getting what we deserve. We have implemented this policy and 
have not gained anything. As for what we have obtained, the Kampucheans are 
looking for a way to get us to fight in their place. China and the CPT have 

a chance to restore their position. Vietnam is experiencing some troubles 

but in the long-term, it may be able to turn the situation around. The United 
States will benefit from us too, but we will not gain anything in return. 





Yes. From this debate, you probably know who has benefited from the formation 
of the Khmer coalition. Since this is the case, will Thailand continue to carry 
Out a policy of being the slave of the Khmer coalition? 
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THAILAND 


GEN HAN INTERVIEWED ON BANK CONTROVERSY, FOURTH ARMY MATTERS 





Bangkok SIAM MAI in Thai 25 Sep 82 pp 28-32 


[Interview with Lieutenant General Han Linanon, the commanding general of the 
Fourth Army Area; date and place not specified] 


[Text] [Question] To date, no high-ranking military officer has ever spoken 
about banking matters, even though this matter has caused the people much trouble. 
What do you feel about having brought up this subject? 


[Answer] My bringing up this matter stems from my contact with the people in 
Betong. One evening, I invited a group of Moslems, or religious leaders, to 

meet with a group of Chinese merchants in Betong. The Chinese are engaged in 

the rubber purchasing business while the Moslems are theones who tap the resin. 

I wanted them to meet each other and get to know each other. I wanted to eliminate 
the misunderstandings between the Thais of Chinese extraction and the Thai 
Moslems. These misunderstandings have given rise to a terrorist movement along 

the border. Disorder has arisen.because of these two groups. 


When the two groups met, they discussed things in general and gained a better 
understanding of each other. But then they began discussing economic subjects. 
The Chinese are the wealthy ones while the Thai Moslems are mostly poor and 
they are mostly workers on rubber plantations. At one point, they said that 
during the season for extracting the resin, they collect much resin but they 
cannot sell it for a very high price. This is because when they try to sell 
it, prices are kept low. They asked that the Chinese, who are the ones who 
prrchase the resin, pay higher prices for the resin. The Chinese merchants 
sympathized with the Moslems, but they said that they normally have only a 
limited amount of cash to make purchases during periods when yields are large. 
Suppose, for example, that the resin is normally sold for 14 baht per kiJogram. 
But in seasons when yields are high, cash purchase prices are driven dewnward 
to only 10 or 12 baht per kilogram. But if they [the Moslems] want them to 
pay the original price, they can give them a check, which they must wait 3 

to 4 months to cash. This is why the Moslems have complained and asked that 

a way be found to help them. 
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The Chinese merchants sympathized but they said that they did not know what 

to do. To pay in cash, they must borrow from the banks and the hanks will not 
give them a loan. This is the reason that I thought about this matter and brought 
it up. But actually, concerning the banks, we have known about this for a long 
time. But until then, the time for me to speak up had not come. Thus, when 

the Betong affair arose, I spoke out about this. I did not think that this 

was to be a major affair.But after I spoke out, I felt that people throughout 
the country were interested. No one dared to say anything about this. How could 
they? Many of our senior people are bank presidents. Everyone knows about this 
but no one can speak out because the banks have made them bank presidents and 
all of them have interests in the banks. 





Thus, concerning this, they have not thought about the suffering of the people. 
However, I hold to the government's policy. Policy 66/1980 clearly states that 
dictatorship and injustice must be eliminated. I hold to government policy 
66/1980 in carrying out my duties in the south. Or this [can be considered 

as] a part of doing things in accord with the Tai Rom yen Policy. And so I 

had to speak out about this matter. This was in harmony with government policy 
66/1980 and it was in accord with the Tai Rom Yen Policy. 


But I know that the banks intend to correct things. Or, some people have said 
that I do not know anything, that I do not know what I am talking about and 

that I haven't studied this matter. But I gauged things from the feelings of 

the people before saying what the banks are like. Why aren‘t our commercial 

banks like those in other countries? I think that our banks have taken on a 

role in trade activ ties. And difficulties have arisen now. Thus, concerning 

what I said, I want to affirm that I spoke out in accord with the principles 

of the path of struggle to defeat the communists. But I certainly did not advocate 
taking over the banks. Nationalizing the banks is what the communists would 

do. I hold to Policy 66. The interests of the various classes must be coordinated. 


I would like the wealthy people to help. But this does not mean helping by 
solving just the immediate problems. Using military terminology, it does not 
mean r-oviding tactical help but rather providing strategic help. That is, 

they must support long-term projects. They must not simply distribute things 

or take only temporary action. Helping in a strategic way means helping them 
to be able to stand on their own. The money they earn based on the stipulated 
daily wage must be sufficient for them to support their families.Everything 
must be related economically. I think that if the government takes an interest 
in Policy 66/1980, the problems facing the country will disappear. The economic 
and social problems facing the country will be solved simultaneously. 


[Question] Concerning the matter of the banks, when you said that the problems 
must be solved strategically, how should things be solved in the long-term? 


[Answer] When you ask the question like that, I don't know how to answer. It 


is a matter of technique and of administration. Experts must be used to help 
solve the problems. Those directly responsible must think about how to solve the 
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problems. The Ministry of Finance must take responsibility. Don't make the 

people have to pay high interest rates when they borrow money to make investments. 
Don't let the banks get involved in everything. Today, the banks are involved 

in everything and so they are the ones who make all the profits. 


[Question] [Would you say something] about lowering interest rates on savings 
and loans? 


[Answer] They have announced that rates are being lowered 1 percent. But people 
have cheered just a 1 percent drop. Some investors borrow as much as 20 to 

30 million baht and so this is a large reduction for them. I think that the 
banks should reduce the rates even more, just as banks abroad have done. I 

have learned from those who have studied this matter. They have said that foreign 
banks have lowered interests rates more than this, although I do not know how 
much they have lowered the rates. The rates should really be lowered because 

it is time that we coordinated the profits of the banks.They must be willing 
to lower rates for the benefit of our society. They must help so that we can 
all survive. The commercial banks will then be real servants of the people 

and not the servants of their own groups. 


[Question] Concerning communist suppression operations, at present, are there 
any operations underway? 


[Answer] We recently completed major military operations, that is, operations 

9 and 1l. As a continuation of these operations, we must eliminate the liberation 
forces of the CPT throughout the south, from Chumphon and Ranong to the border. 
And along the border are the Malaysian communist guerrillas and the bandit 
terrorists. We must eliminate them too. We have scored successes in destroying 
various secure bases. The liberation army built these bases many years ago 

but we have now destroyed them. 


These are successes that have erased our neighbor's suspicion that we are supporting 
the Malaysian communist guerrillas. That is, Malaysia has constantly suspected 

us of supporting the Malaysian communist guerrillas. Actually, we have never 
supported them, but things took place along the Thai border with Malaysia, 

the target. And up to now we have never been in a position to take action against 
them. And what is important is that this group has received support from Malaysian 
Chinese who came and settled down in Betong. They have provided support. But 

the Chinese whom I have met in Betong, who are all Thais now, have said that 

they do not want to provide any support but that they have been forced to do 

so in order to protect themselves. 


But even though the military operations have been concluded, we are not stopping. 
This is the last month in this fiscal year. September is the last month. But 

our nationa] army, in which the forces of the Fourth Army Area are the main 

forces in the struggle, will continue to work. Our forces are beginning to 

carry on operations in the plains. This is no secret. I can say so openly. 

We are active. The only thing is that we are selecting the places to carry 

on operations in accord witn the intelligence reports. The target of the operations 
in the plains is to search for the liberation army forces, who are now operating 
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like guerrillas. They fled to live among the villagers after we seized their 
camps. This is true for both the Malaysian communist guerrillas and the bandit 
terrorists. In general, the communist terrorists have gone to live in the plans 
and are living in villages that support them. Our goal is to search these villages 
and search for strangers based on the documents we have. We are also searching 

for weapons and local gangsters. We are doing everything that we can. This 

will give the people in the villages greater security. The Tai Rom Yen policy 

will make things safer in the south. There may still be kidnappings and demands 
for ransom, but we are solving the problem. We are using military and police 
forces to provide protection. 


I once told civilian-police-military soldiers that when they read about kidnappings 
and robberies or receive reports about such things, they should not let the 

police take all responsibility for such things. We must all work together. 

The military must take the lead because the military can accomplish everything. 


[Question] As for the Malaysian communist guerrillas, it is said that we have 
not suppressed them because they are a help to us in our fight against the 
bandit terrorists. 


[Answer, That is what they think. But I do not agree. I do not think that illegal 
forces will be able to bear arms in our country. Having illegal forces here, 

whose target is Malaysia, has caused misunderstandings between Thailand and 
Malaysia. When the Malaysian communist guerrillas came into being, the bandit 
terrorists arose also along with the supporting factors. Since people had already 
instigated the matter of separating the territory, the bandit terrorists came 

into being. They have operation bases in Malaysia. Things were just right for 
them. The bandit terrorists who are planning to separate our country are living 

in Malaysia. The Malaysian communist guerrillas, whose target is Malaysia, 

live in Thailand. Both the bandit terrorists and the Malaysian communist guerrillas 
are bad for us. I thus decided to destroy the Malaysian communist guerrillas. 

The destruction of the Malaysian communist guerrillas shows that we are sincere 
toward Malaysia. Regardless of what people think, I do not want to criticize 
anything in retrospect. Since we have attacked the Malaysian communist guerrillas, 
they are finished. At present, more and more Malaysian communist guerrillas 

are surrendering. 


Concerning our political activities, once we destroy the Malaysian communist 
guerrillas, the danger of Moslems being harmed by the Malaysian communist guerrillas 
will disappear. Thus, there will be no reason for the bandit terrorists to 

expand. There will be no reason for third countries to support the bandit terrorists 
and so their support will decline. Actually, the bases of the bandit terrorists 

are located in Malaysia. Since we have taken this action, we can tell them 
[Malaysia] to take action too. For example, at the latest conference, we did 

not say anything but we felt hurt. Actually, we can claim that in Tat Bai District 
we killed 12 armed people who had crossed over from their side. At Ban Ba Rai, 
during the time Lieutenant Colonel Sarot was working in Narathiwat, people 

crossed over and we shot them and seized their weapons. They also had Malaysian 
military uniforms. We did not say anything about this out of politeness. But they 
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criticized us. Thus, from now on, I will certainly criticize them too. We must 
tell them where the bandit terrorists have bases. Previously, we did not say 
anything. But they have criticized us and this is something we never expected. 


[Question] Will you give up your position with the Fourth Army Area? 


[Answer] Concerning this, if I am transferred somewhere else, someone else 

will come and continue the work I have done here. This includes continuing 

to carry out the Tai Rom Yen policy, which is now a policy of the people. As 

for how things will be carried out, all commanding officers understand this. 

The young officers understand the problems. Thus there will not be any difficulties 
if someone takes command here. The present path is the correct one. I think 

that we will continue to follow this course. 





[Question] Concerning the structure of the military, what elements do you think 
need to be improved, particularly concerning the annual transfers? 


[Answer] Concerning the structure of our military, we must have faith in those 
who carry out things. We must praise and reward those who do a good job. We 

must not reward seniority. Seniority must only be a factor when several people 
have done an equally good job. But people who have done nothing have been promoted 
every year. We are past that age. Doing things that way will destroy the military. 
These types of people prevent the good officers who have done a good job from 
gaining higher positions because the dead wood take up all the positions. This 

is a problem that will determine how efficient the military is. It depends 

on the appointments. That is, people must be appointed based on their past 
achievements, not because of close friends or seniority. 


[Question] Supreme Command Headquarters has proposed making some changes in 
Supreme Command Headquarters. That is, they have proposed making the commanders 
in chief of the armed services deputy supreme commanders. What is your opinion 
about this? 


[Answer] I think that there will be greater unity. That is, there will be greater 
sOlidarity, if people don't think too much (laughs). 


[Question] And the disadvantages? 

[Answer] Those who thought they would be promoted to deputy supreme commander 
will not be promoted since the positions are already taken.They may become 
dissatisfied. 

[Question] Will this increase the power of the supreme commander? 


[Answer] If there is unity, there is power (laughs). 


[Question] Is there any chance that the officers with real ideals will establish 
a political party? 
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[Answer] How could they do that. Aren‘t they prohibited from doing so? We are 
regular soldiers. 


[Question] What if the law is changed? 


[Answer] Changed in what way? People would probably not approve of soldiers 

forming a political party. It will be sufficient if there is a democratic spirit 

in the military. Because if the military is dictatorial, it will support a 
government that is dictatorial. Thus, we must train our officers to have democratic 
ideals. If the military is democratic, it will not allow dictators to rule 

the country. There would be a fight. This is an important principle. Thus, 

the officers must be persudaded to have a democratic spirit and to cling to 

the principles of democracy. As for the national army, we have definite ideals 

an duties. 


[Question] Concerning the new way of thinking in the military, such as the 
idea of the national army, is this being accepted by the military? 


[Answer] Much progress has been made. The young officers understand the idea 

of the national army. Never mind the older officers; they will soon be retiring. 
Some people have adjusted and accept this but others are stubborn. Most of 

these people are very right-ring in their thinking. They are not very smart. 

But they will be retiring soon. But the military can continue to function with 
the young officers. 


[Question] Concerning the present prime minister, do you think he is suited 
to bringing real democracy to the cuntry? 


[Answer] Do I think he is suitable? The fact is that he loves democracy very 
much. He has seen the suffering of the people. But the various obstacles have 
not all been overcome because the atmosphere in the recent past has been one 
of dictatorship. We should give him another opportunity. Whenever he has his 
own way, his own ideals and ideas and his own independent policy, it is then 
that he will greatly benefit the country. If he uses the ideas or policies 

of some political party whose aim is to use him, he will not be able to bring 
democracy to the country. But if he has his own policies, he will certainly 
bring democracy to the country. 
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THAILAND 


METROPOLITAN POLICE CHIEF PROFILED 
Bangkok LAK THAI in Thai 16 Sep 82 pp 18, 19 


[Opening Police Department Records column by Suchit Parichatkanon: “Police 
Major General Phichit Mipricha, the Body-Building Police Inspector"] 


[Text] This is an introduction to a suppression official who is close to the 
head of the Police Department. This man is playing a greater role in relieving 
the suffering of the people of the capital.His only motto is “be kind.” His 
work record, both now and in the past, is excellent. 


Name: Police Major General Phichit Mipricha. 


Nickname or alias: No nickname. Alias when young: The body-building inspector; 
Now: The city's beloved. 


Characteristics--appearance: Light complexion. Height: 165 centimeters. Weight: 
65 kilograms. Agile. 


Born: On the evening of 28 June 1923 at Dalat Hua Ro in Krung Kao District, 
Ayuthaya Province. 


Family: Government officials. 

Position: Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police. 

Be jan career: 3 October 1947. 

Schooling: Wachirawut Withayalai [junior high school], 1938; Amnuaisin Phra 
Nakhon High School, 1939-1940; Army Preparatory School, Class 5; Police Academy, 
Class l. 

Additional degrees: Civilian Aviation School, Class 25; Detective Training 


School, Class 1; Bachelor of Law degree, Thammasat university, 1964; Army 
Psychological Warfare School, Class 16; National Defense College, Class 20. 


Past positions: Deputy inspector at the Bang Su Police Station; inspector at 
the Phayathai station; inspector at the Bang Khen station; chief inspector 








at the Bang Su station; deputy superintendent, Northern Bangkok Metropolitan 
Police; superintendent, Metropolitan 4 (Minburi); superintendent, Northern 
Bangkok Metropolitan Police; deputy commander, Northern Bangkok Metropolitan 
Police; commander, Thonburi Metropolitan Police; assistant commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police; deputy commissioner of the Metropolitan Police; 
commissioner of the Metropolitan Police. 


Special Experiences: In 1966 he arrested Mr Bunmi, or Pui, Chieubangyang, a 

man who robbed several gold shops and killed people. He brought him from Prachuap- 
khirikhan Province to Bangkok without handcuffs. The man was executed. He was 

the negotiator who helped reduce mob disturbances at the Lat Yao Prison during 
the time [General] Prasoet was the director-general of the Police Department. 


Skilled at: Suppression operations. 
Unskilled at: Can do all jobs. 


Results he is proud of: On 6 December 1960, a man tried to bribe him by pretending 
to forget a box full of cash. He reported this to his superior and the money 

was returned to its owner. The Police Department issued a commendation for 

his honesty. He captured Mr Bunmi, or Pui, Chieubangyang, a robber and killer 

who was sentenced to death by the court; the Police Department issued a letter 

of commendation. He joined with the then commissioner of the Metropolitan Police 
(Police Major General Monchai Phankhongchun) in solving a major opium and morphine 
case involving drugs valued at 18 million baht. He was given a special reward. 

The Police Department issued a letter of commendation. He captured the man 
suspected of killing Princess Laksami Lawan. 


Plans for Bangkok Metropolitan: To act in accord with Office of the Prime Minister 
Order 66/1980 and Order 65/1982. To control crime and gambling. 


Methods: To show compassion. To look at intentions using good judgment. Be 
honest in making arrests. Show love for those arrested. 


Feeling about the Police Department: Things have improved. 


Punishment of subordinates: Once (when he was working at the Phayathai Police 
Station). 


Reason for becoming a police officer: Once arrested for a traffic violation 
and likes to arrest thieves. 


Special jobs: Cannot remember number of times. 
Rewards: Two steps, five or six times. 


Weapon carried: Four-inch 357 Smith. 
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Kteligion: Buddhist. In the Buddhist order for 5 days at Wat Suthat. Did this 
when his father was very ill in order to repay merit. 


Politics: Interested in accord with duties. Doesn't plan to enter politics. 


Positions: Not involved in other activities. 





Models: Has trust in former superiors and in self. 

Animals raised: Likes animals but does not raise any. 

“obs: Grows ornamental plants. 

Good friends: Lieutenant General Banthoeng Kampanatsaenyakon. 

Work observations: Asian countries and nine northern European countries. 
Sports: Junior class gold medal in soccer, Amnuaisin High Schook, 1939. Black 
belt in judo from the Judo Association of Thailand. Runner-up in the heavy- 
weight body building competition. Light-weight body building champion of Police 


Department. Golfer with a 7 handicap (several courses). 


Habits and tastes: Good human relations; gentle and polite. High-class, modern 
tastes.Very charming. Attractive to women. Respects seniors; loves subordinates. 


Family: Lives with wife, three sons and two daughters. (All his sons are policemen.) 
Honors: Awarded Pathomphon Chang Phuoc sash. 


Government service: Will retire on 30 September 1983. 
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